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Cracking the stereotype, Koones showcases homes of 
modular magnificence.

When contemplating modular homes, Koones advises, 
it’s important to remember that they share a particular 
mode of construction, but not any one style. They are 
factory-built boxes—which can add a lot to the final 
quality of construction, Koones demonstrates, since they 
are built in the factory, protected from the elements, and 
built strong to withstand the travel—but as the technique 
evolves, they can be increasingly upscale and 
sophisticated. She makes this obvious with the near two-
dozen homes she displays in this handsomely designed, 
photo-rich book. Ranging from 1,300 to 12,000-square 
feet, comprising from two to 26 boxes, the homes evoke 
an architect’s customized touch, be they weathered-
shingle Federals, Arts and Crafts, Colonials, Cottage, 
Victorian or Georgian revivals. With unpretentious clarity, 
Koones discusses why modular homes are less 
expensive than the stick-built variety, which has much 
more to do with the relatively brief construction time 
(typically between three to eight months) than it does with 
the excellence of materials. And homeowners are free to 
add personalized features and amenities. 

These little boxes aren’t all the same, and many little 
boxes can make for an eye-striking, capacious home. 
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 Online Exclusive 
Adapt This: The Monthly 
Kirkus Reviews/Hollywood 
Reporter Books-to-Film 
Column 
December 14, 2005 - It's time to 
make better, more vigorous 
movies set in antiquity, 
movies in which the past is 
ever present, just as it is in 
real life. (Said that eminent 
screenwriter William 
Faulkner, "The past is not 
dead. In fact, it's not even 
past.") The HBO series 
'Rome' makes a good start, 
and classicist Victor Davis 
Hanson's 'A War Like No 
Other' suggests another 
avenue.  
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 Coming Soon
REVIEWS SCHEDULED 
FOR THE JAN. 15 ISSUE 
OF KIRKUS, AS OF DEC. 
20 
Click here for the daily-
updated list of the books 
scheduled for review in the 
January 15, issue of Kirkus 
Reviews.  
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